Whiling away the winter and dreaming of eI
Spring? Scouring the seed catalogs that “. N
arrive in your mailbox in January and
planning the perfect garden? Winter sowing ° j % k
Involves planting seeds during the dead of W \ y

winter in covered containers. They are then “V Ve
stored outdoors, allowing the seeds to N\ =
experience the chill of winter...ice, snow, A Q
rain and all. When the temperature warms = ./
enough, the seeds germinate and start to WY teron
grow. By the time the soil in the planting 100 Y= AR

beds has warmed, the seedlings are ready -
to transplant out. S
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Master Gardeners of Greene County

Our Mission:

“To provide horticultural information and training to the
gardening public based on proven research specific
to the local climate, soils and plants, consistent with
the “Policies and Procedures for the Missouri Master

Gardener Program.”

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
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Master Gardeners of Greene County Provide:

Training for New Master Gardeners (call 417 881-8909)

Lawn and Garden Show in February

Potting Shed University and Learn to Grow in the Garden Series
Demonstration Gardens (Xeriscape, Nathanael Greene)

Master Gardener Hotline

Speakers Bureau

Young Sprouts in the Garden UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
Annual Plant Sale in April & Extension

— 19142014 —

SPRING%
Botanical Gardens

at NATHANAEL GREENE/CLOSE MEMORIAL PARK




(g

@ ,:oap:nsmun g ly

© USDA
Plant Hardiness Zone Map -
Missouri ) s somsrcsuene

Minimum Tenperatue
1976-2005

z 3 Terp (F) Zine  Temp (C)
utnam  ESchiy, 3 4 oo
i is & 15t0-10 [T | 261233
| | s 5 -0to-5 IS 23310205

: 510 - 205 10-178
Unn

tacon Sheiby | M

Lingst.|

[tngztly— S . ‘?3” 15

o ! Ralls
4 Chariton honroe. .
Camoll Lthlp g

\” iy ‘ - Lincoln
S 1
er N {Callaway hintg.
[ =
Lk sy L lsy
l

i | ruhnﬂ ,"I ‘_I‘\

Bentor u'n:rrqan Hr—*n

g = Miler

0 15 30 B0
—:—Mlles

— — lom eters

o 125’50‘ 100

Mapphgby e PREMCINAt Gy

Greene
County Plant
Hardiness
Zone

oB

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

BExtension

VPO Emy

SPRING%

Botanical Gardens

at NATHANAEL GREENE/CLOSE MEMORIAL PARK




Benefits over direct sowing and sowing
Indoor sowing






Containers




Soill

Select the Right Sail. It is
essential to use a light, fluffy,
well-draining soil mixture. A
commercial peat-moss and
perlite mix is fine. Pour the soll,
preferably to a depth of 4to 6
Inches, into the bottom half of
your container.

Water the Soil. Moisten the mix
thoroughly, and then let it drain.




Labeling your containers
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Thumb rule
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How deep to | plant seeds? < >~

| sow my seeds twice as deep as the seed's smallest dimension.

As examples:
Foxglove seeds are the size of dust so just pat them into the soil surface.

Marigolds may be a 1/2 inch long but they're quite narrow and flat so sow them
just under the soll surface.

A bachelor button seed is maybe a 1/16 of an inch wide so sow them an 1/8th
Inch under the soil surface.

A coneflower seed....sow that about a 1/4 inch under the soill.

A pea or a corn seed is getting bigger. That's about a 1/4 inch across so sow that
about a half inch down.



What can | winter sow?
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Herbs

Calendula
Viola

Flax

Basil

Mint
Oregano
Parsley
Sage

Thyme

Dill

Hyssop
Marjoram
Chamomile
Chives
Yarrow




Early Bloomers

Aster
Cornflowers
Craneshill
Dianthus
Golden Marguerite —
Hollyhock

Lettuce and Leafy Greens
Poppies
Shasta Daisy
Yarrow




Vegetables

Allium family (onions, shallots, garlic, chives)
Beans

Beets

Brassica family (cabbage, broccoli, kale, collards,
etc)

Carrots

Celery

Celeriac

Chards

Corn (select an "early” type as it can germinate at
lower temps)

Curcubit family (cukes, squash, pumpkins,
melons, gourds)

Herbs (edible and ornamental)

Leafy Greens

Lettuces

Nightshade family (eggplant, tomatoes, peppers,
potatoes - from real seeds....not "seed potatoes"
)
Oriental veggies
Parsnip

Peas

Radishes
Spinach




Tomatoes

Very Early: 54 days or less
Early: 55-69 days
Mid-Season: 70-84 days
Late Season: 85 or more




Flowers

Hardy annuals and perennials

What about tender plants?




Let nature takes its
course!

Keep containers out in the
elements. They should have
snow piled on them and get rain.

But watch for pests like wind and
wild animals! Keep themin a
secure place.




When it starts
warming up outside.....

This is the time to start opening
up containers, making vents
bigger etc.

Water your containers

Soil should be the color of
brownie batter.




When to transplant




|s failure possible?

N
g
e

SR

.
.
ro-,
v A




References online

wintersown.orqg

gardenweb.com



http://wintersown.org
http://gardenweb.com
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- Audrey Hepburn

ei-network.org
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““Master Gardener Program
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Springfield-Greene County

Botanical Center
2400 S. Scenic Ave

Springfield, MO 65807

THANK YOU!
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